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Report Highlights: 

TH5093 – Export prices declined 1 to 3 percent due to the weakening of Thai baht.  While the first 

tender of non-food grade rice stocks was postponed, the government is likely to issue a new tender for 

food-grade rice instead.   
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Market Tone 

 
After a surge in export prices over the last couple of weeks due to concerns about drought, export 

prices declined 1 to 3 percent this week to the levels last seen in early July.  This is due to the 

weakening of Thai baht which further depreciated to 34.8 baht/US$.  This compares to 34.4 

baht/US$ in the previous week and 33.7 baht/US$ in early July.  Also, traders expect that the 

government is likely to issue a new public tender for food-grade rice of between 0.5 to 1.0 million 

metric tons during the week of August 3.          

The Government reportedly postponed its first public tender for non-food grade rice stocks of 1.29 

million metric tons for ethanol production until late August.  This is due to the public concern about 

mixed rice (food and non-food grade rice) in the stocks which could be resold into food market.  

The government will create a committee to re-inspect these stocks to ensure that ethanol 

manufacturers/traders will use it for ethanol production only.         

Rice Export Update 

Unofficial preliminary rice exports (excluding premium white and fragrant rice) for July 20-26, 

2015 totaled 99,100 metric tons, up 33,796 metric tons from the previous week and up 15,457 

metric tons from the four-week moving average of 83,643 metric tons (Table 2).  Rice exports 

(excluding premium white and fragrant rice) from January 1 – July 26, 2015, totaled 2,221,165 

metric tons, down 19 percent from the same period last year. 

Total rice exports from January to May 2015 totaled 3,772,158 metric tons, down 1.4 percent from 

the same period last year (See GAIN Report – TH5082 Grain and Feed Update, June 2015). 
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